
 

Kentucky Academic Standards (KAS)  

General Resources to Support Implementation 

 
 

What resources are available to my school or district to support aligning our local curriculum to the 
Kentucky Academic Standards? 

 

❏ Curriculum Development Process in the Model Curriculum Framework  
This section of the Model Curriculum Framework is designed for school and district leaders to 
provide guidance on developing and implementing a systematic process for translating 
standards into a coherent, high-quality curriculum. This approach focuses on three crucial 
phases: Planning and Professional Learning, Developing the Curriculum, and Implementing and 
Monitoring the Curriculum. Appendix A contains a toolkit of resources to support this 
process. 
 

❏ Curriculum Design and Implementation Guidance Professional Learning Module  
This module provides a high-level overview of the Curriculum Development Process outlined in 
the Model Curriculum Framework. The module takes a closer look at the role of standards, 
curriculum and instructional resources, explains the role of School Based Decision-Making 
Council (SBDM) in curriculum development at the local level and analyzes the phases of the 
curriculum development process. Resources for this module include a video, accompanying 
PowerPoint and a link to a materials folders containing all participant handouts. 

 

What resources are available to support implementation of effective Professional Learning 
Communities (PLCs) in my school or district? 
 

❏ Professional Learning Communities in the Model Curriculum Framework  
This section of the Model Curriculum Framework is designed to provide guidance on creating a 
culture of continuous improvement through the implementation of Professional Learning 
Communities (PLCs). It takes a closer look at the rationale for the need for PLCs as well as 
providing clarity on the ongoing work of the PLC process. In addition, this section provides 
guidance to school and district leaders on implementation and to teachers in being effective 
members of a highly effective PLC. Appendix B and C contain a toolkit of resources to support 
this work. 
 

❏ Building a Culture of Learning Topic Study 

This study allows educators an opportunity to dig deeper into how Professional Learning 
Communities (PLCs) can help build a culture of learning in schools and districts. The goal of the 
study is to develop a common understanding of the benefits of and the work that defines the 
PLC process, the role of school and district leaders in supporting and implementing PLCs, and 
what it means to be a teacher in an effective PLC. 

 
 
 
 

https://education.ky.gov/curriculum/standards/kyacadstand/Documents/Model_Curriculum_Framework.pdf
https://kystandards.org/standards-resources/pl-mods/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hIIKmgP9puw
https://kystandards.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/06/Module_1_Getting_to_Know_the_Kentucky_Academic_Standards_for_Mathematics.pptx
https://drive.google.com/drive/u/2/folders/1uLPQFDqF3QS1EoE-Mo6OjYEhcJRwoAhJ
https://education.ky.gov/curriculum/standards/kyacadstand/Documents/Model_Curriculum_Framework.pdf
https://education.ky.gov/curriculum/standards/kyacadstand/Documents/Model_Curriculum_Framework.pdf
https://education.ky.gov/curriculum/standards/kyacadstand/Documents/Building_a_Culture_of_Learning_Topic_Study_Learning_Plan_and_Resources.pdf


 

What resources are available to support implementation of a comprehensive balanced system of 
assessment in my school or district? 
 

❏ Balanced System of Assessment in the Model Curriculum Framework  
This section of the Model Curriculum Framework is designed to provide guidance on how 
teachers and leaders can implement a comprehensive, balanced system of assessments to 
ensure equitable, high-quality and reliable assessment practices. There is a focus in this section 
on the formative assessment process and providing stakeholders with effective strategies for 
noticing, recognizing and responding to the evidence of student learning. This formative 
assessment process works to support continuous progress towards students’ learning goals and 
grade level standards. Appendix D contains a collection of modules to support this work. 

 

❏ Leading a Balanced System of Assessment Professional Learning Series Modules  
This professional learning series, developed in partnership with WestEd, is designed to support 
school and district leaders as they develop and implement a comprehensive, balanced 
assessment system at the local level. In also provides guidance for creating the conditions 
necessary for implementation of high-quality formative assessment practices in classrooms 
across a school or district. The series consists of three modules and a toolkit of resources to 
support implementation. 

❏ Leading a Comprehensive Balanced Assessment System  
This module will support school and district leaders to understand the characteristics 
and value of a comprehensive, balanced assessment system as well as the role that 
leaders play in developing and sustaining a comprehensive, balanced assessment 
system. Leaders will learn about the essential components of a comprehensive, 
balanced assessment system and how different assessments can work together to 
support student learning.  

❏ Leading for Formative Assessment  
This module will support school and district level leaders to understand the formative 
assessment process and the culture necessary for high-quality formative assessment to 
improve student outcomes. The module also will take a closer look at how leaders can 
empower teachers and foster student ownership of learning within the formative 
assessment process. 

❏ Leveraging Tools for Assessment Leadership  
This module will orient school and district level leaders to a suite of tools to support 
comprehensive, balanced assessment systems and high-quality formative assessment 
practice. This module also will help leaders determine the purpose of each tool in the 
context of their own system, which tools are most relevant, and when and how to use 
them. 

❏  Assessment Leadership Toolkit  
This toolkit, in combination with the three modules, is intended to help guide leaders as 
they work to develop and implement a comprehensive, balanced system of assessment 
and formative assessment at the local level. The toolkit is designed for maximum 
flexibility to support leaders as they work to implement both processes and the relevant 
tools for each process may be adapted as needed for local use, to support your site-
appropriate action plan. 

 

https://education.ky.gov/curriculum/standards/kyacadstand/Documents/Model_Curriculum_Framework.pdf
https://kystandards.org/standards-resources/pl-mods/cdig/
https://kystandards.org/standards-resources/pl-mods/cdig/
https://kystandards.org/standards-resources/pl-mods/cdig/
https://kystandards.org/standards-resources/pl-mods/cdig/
https://education.ky.gov/curriculum/standards/kyacadstand/Documents/KDE_Leadership_Modules_Toolkit.pdf


❏ Balanced Assessment Professional Learning Series Modules 
This professional learning series, developed in partnership with WestEd, is designed to support 
educators in leveraging quality assessment practices in order to effectively implement the 
standards and support all students in achieving their learning goals. Each module contains a 
PowerPoint and Facilitator’s Guide for a one-hour professional learning session and a one-hour 
teacher collaboration activity. 

❏ Comprehensive Balanced System of Assessment 
In this module, participants learn about the essential components of a comprehensive, 
balanced assessment system and how different assessments can work together to 
support student learning.  

❏ Understanding Formative Assessment  
In this module, participants build a common understanding of the assessment cycle in 
the formative assessment process.  

❏ Clarifying and Sharing Learning Goals and Success Criteria  
In this module, participants will focus on how to elicit meaningful evidence of student 
learning through clarification of learning progressions, learning goals and success 
criteria. 

❏ Eliciting Evidence of Student Learning  
In this two-part module, participants learn about designing and eliciting evidence of 
student learning aligned to the standards and valid assessment practices.   

❏ Interpreting Evidence of Student Learning  
In these content-specific modules, participants learn about strategies for interpreting 
student evidence, engaging students in the interpretation and analysis of their own 
evidence and identifying patterns in student responses to inform teacher and student 
learning. 

❏ Acting on Evidence of Student Learning  
In these content-specific modules, participants learn about strategies to adjust 
instruction in the moment as well as to improve teacher practice over time.  

 

What resources are available to assist in planning professional learning to support implementation of 
the specific content area standards?  

 

❏ Content Specific Implementation Guidance Documents  
The purpose of the Standards Implementation Guides is to help schools and districts identify 
resources available from the Kentucky Department of Education (KDE) to support standards 
implementation. Schools and districts may be in various stages of the standards implementation 
process and the Standards Implementation Guides provide a list of resources by the content 
area that may be utilized at each stage. The guidance documents will be updated as new 
resources become available. 

❏ Reading and Writing Implementation Guidance Documents 

❏ Mathematics Implementation Guidance Document 

❏ Social Studies Implementation Guidance Document 

❏ Science Implementation Guidance Document  
 

What general resources are available to support implementation of evidence-based practices into 
classroom instruction? 

 

https://kystandards.org/standards-resources/pl-mods/balanced-assessment-plms/
https://education.ky.gov/curriculum/standards/kyacadstand/Documents/Model_Curriculum_Framework.pdf
https://kystandards.org/standards-resources/pl-mods/balanced-assessment-plms/
https://kystandards.org/standards-resources/pl-mods/balanced-assessment-plms/
https://kystandards.org/standards-resources/pl-mods/balanced-assessment-plms/
https://kystandards.org/standards-resources/pl-mods/balanced-assessment-plms/
https://kystandards.org/standards-resources/pl-mods/balanced-assessment-plms/
https://education.ky.gov/curriculum/standards/kyacadstand/Documents/Breaking_Down_a_Mathematics_Standard.pdf
https://education.ky.gov/curriculum/standards/kyacadstand/Documents/Breaking_Down_a_Mathematics_Standard.pdf
https://education.ky.gov/curriculum/standards/kyacadstand/Documents/Standards_Implementation_Guidance_Document_Reading_and_Writing.pdf
https://education.ky.gov/curriculum/standards/kyacadstand/Documents/Standards_Implementation_Guidance_Document_Mathematics.pdf
https://education.ky.gov/curriculum/standards/kyacadstand/Documents/Standards_Implementation_Guidance_Document_Social_Studies.pdf
https://education.ky.gov/curriculum/standards/kyacadstand/Documents/Standards_Implementation_Guidance_Document_Science.pdf


❏ Clarity for Learning Book Study  
This self-paced study focuses on how teachers gain clarity through constructing learning 
intentions and success criteria aligned to the standards that allow students to identify where 
they are going, how they are progressing and where they will go next. The study focuses on 
answering two critical questions: (1) How can clarity improve teaching and learning? and (2) 
How does clarity serve as the foundation for other powerful, evidence-based practices? 

 

❏ The Distance Learning Playbook Study  
This self-paced study allows educators across the state an opportunity to dig deeper into a 
hands-on guide focused on preparing and delivering distance learning experiences that are 
truly effective and impactful. Through this study, participants will take a closer look at 
evidence-based strategies teachers can utilize in the virtual setting, spanning topics from 
teacher-student relationships, clarity, instructional design and assessment. 
 

❏ The Distance Learning Playbook for School Leaders Study  
This self-paced study allows leaders to dig deeper into a hands-on guide focused on leading 
schools through distance learning with purpose and intent by using what works best to 
accelerate student learning while maintaining an unwavering focus on equity. Through this 
study, participants will take a closer look at topics ranging from school climate at a distance, 
leader credibility, instructional leadership teams and virtual visibility. 

 

❏ The Assessment Playbook for Distance and Blended Learning  
This self-paced study allows educators across the state an opportunity to dig deeper into how 
to assess what students have learned in the distance and blended learning setting. Through this 
study, participants will take a closer look at aspects of assessing that endure in any learning 
environment and can be used to inform assessment decisions, as well as distance learning 
assessment tools that teachers can use to match every learning intention.  

 

What resources are available to support parents and caregivers? 
 

❏ Standards Family Guides 
The Kentucky Academic Standards (KAS) Family Guides have been developed to help families 
familiarize themselves with the content of each grade level’s standards. Each guide contains a 
standards overview for Reading & Writing, Mathematics, Science and Social Studies. 
 

❏ A Family’s Guide to Understanding Student Assessment 
This guide is designed to help families understand how assessment can support student 
learning. Information is provided on the different types of assessments students might engage 
in and how each can help students meet learning goals. This guide includes questions that 
families can ask their children and their teachers to help support learning at home.  

 

How do I stay informed about new resources as they become available? 

 

❏ Standards Newsletter 
The Standards Newsletter is emailed weekly and includes updates about new resources, 
professional learning opportunities and standards revision updates.  

 

https://education.ky.gov/curriculum/standards/kyacadstand/Documents/Clarity_for_Learning_Book_Study_Learning_Plan_and_Resources.pdf
https://education.ky.gov/curriculum/standards/kyacadstand/Documents/Clarity_for_Learning_Book_Study_Learning_Plan_and_Resources.pdf
https://education.ky.gov/curriculum/standards/kyacadstand/Documents/The_Distance_Learning_Playbook_Study_Learning_Plan_and_Resources.pdf
https://education.ky.gov/curriculum/standards/kyacadstand/Documents/The_Distance_Learning_Playbook_for_School_Leaders_Study_Learning_Plan.pdf
https://education.ky.gov/curriculum/standards/kyacadstand/Documents/The_Assessment_Playbook_for_Distance_and_Blended_Learning_Study_Plan_and_Resources.pdf
https://kystandards.org/standards-family-guides/
https://education.ky.gov/curriculum/standards/kyacadstand/Documents/A_Family's_Guide_to_Student_Assessment.pdf
https://kystandards.org/standards-newsletter-archive/


What resources are available to accelerate student learning in response to COVID-19? 
 

❏ Adjusting Curriculum for Acceleration 
This resource offers guidance on a process for educators to draft an adjusted curriculum to 
help accelerate student learning due to the extended remote and/or hybrid learning as a result 
of the COVID-19 emergency. 

 

❏ Accelerating Student Learning During the Summer and Through the Academic School Year 
This guidance focuses on evidence-based strategies for accelerating student learning through 
summer learning programs and during the academic school year. The document offers 
research-based considerations for creating effective summer learning programs designed to 
accelerate student learning and meet their academic, social-emotional and behavioral needs.   
In addition, the document examines the use of high-intensity tutoring and vacation academies 
throughout the academic school year to provide ongoing support to meet students’ academic 
needs. 
 

 
 
 
 

https://education.ky.gov/curriculum/standards/kyacadstand/Documents/Adjusting_Curriculum_for_Acceleration.pdf
https://education.ky.gov/comm/Documents/Summer%20Learning.pdf
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